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ABOUT US
The New Jersey Economic Development 
Authority (NJEDA) grows the state’s 
economy and increases equitable access to 
opportunity by supporting high-quality job 
creation, catalyzing investment, and 
fostering vibrant, inclusive community 
development. 

We work in partnership with a diverse range 
of stakeholders to implement programs and 
initiatives that improve quality of life, 
enhance economic vitality, and strengthen 
New Jersey’s long-term economic 
competitiveness.



• A $20 million pilot program funded by the FY 
2023 Appropriations Act

• Designated to fund real estate initiatives that 
bolster strategic economic development in 
support of emerging developers

PROGRAM
BACKGROUND



• Empower emerging developers to drive equitable economic growth

• Collaborate with partner state agencies to expand access to capital and 
other resources for emerging developers

• Build lasting relationships between NJEDA and emerging developers

PROGRAM
OBJECTIVES



• Up to $200,000 in grant funding for emerging developers 

• Additional $50,000 ($250,000 maximum) available for 
Designated Opportunity Zones or Government Restricted 
Municipality (GRM) projects

• Available only for commercial or mixed-use development 
projects

• Covers up to 50% of eligible pre-development soft costs

• Only one award per eligible development entity

PROGRAM OVERVIEW



• Open to non-profit or for-profit development 
entities

• Requires entities to have site control evidenced 
by a deed

• Must have at least 51% ownership of the project 
site

• Developer portfolio must include at least 2 
completed commercial/mixed-use projects, but 
no more than 5 projects

• No more than 5 full-time employees

• In good standing with NJ Departments of 
Taxation, Labor, Environmental Protection, and 
NJEDA prior to approval

• Project construction has not yet begun

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS



• Architectural and design fees

• Construction drawings and specifications

• Engineering fees, surveys

• Municipal zoning and Inspection fees

• Insurance costs

• Professional fees (legal, accounting, project 
management)

• Market/feasibility study

• Appraisal

• Phase I environmental review

• Local and state property taxes 

• Loan interest (if applicable)

• Utilities

• Asbestos, mold, and lead evaluations (not 
including remediation)

• Application fees for zoning and planning 
approvals

ELIGIBLE SOFT COSTS



• Any costs associated with property acquisition 

• Delinquent property taxes 

• Any construction costs

• Remediation services

• Equipment purchases or installation

• Any other work or labor related to a 
construction contract

INELIGIBLE USES



FEES

A non-refundable fee of $1,000 is 
required at the time of application.



APPLICATION PROCESS

• Applications accepted on a rolling basis until 
funds are fully awarded 

• Applications reviewed for completeness

• Grants awarded based on eligibility and 
project readiness



AWARD DISBURSEMENT
• Grant agreement executed and closed by 

Closing

• Grant funds disbursed to the Development 
Entity only once per month

• Grant awards are disbursed by the team 
through applicant requested drawdowns 
and based off review of support 
documentation 

• Reimbursement based on 50% of approved 
invoices or other documentation provided   



• Check eligibility and learn more about the
Emerging Developers Grant Program at
www.njeda.gov/emerging-developers

• Get your questions asked by contacting
emergingdevelopers@njeda.gov

• Assemble documentation, including but not
limited to:

◦ Business formation documents

◦ Tax clearance certificate

◦ Deed to the property

◦ Organizational chart

◦ Project portfolio overview

◦ WR-30 or other payroll documentation,
if applicable



SAMPLE
APPLICATION
WALK-THROUGH



CLICK CREATE TO START THE APPLICATION

Read all the information carefully before starting your application. 

Click the CREATE button to start the application. 



INDICATE LANGUAGE ASSISTANCE NEEDS

Provide a “Yes/No” response to indicate whether 
English is your primary language or select “Prefer Not 
to Answer.”

If the NJEDA needs to contact you regarding your 
application and you would be interested in having an 
interpreter in your native language, please answer “No” 
to “Is English your primary language?” and “Yes” to the 
question that appears.

Free language assistance services are available to you by 
emailing languagehelp@njeda.gov. 



PROVIDE PRIMARY CONTACT INFORMATION
Provide contact information for the Primary Point of 
Contact for this application. Ensure the email address 
is entered correctly, as a mistyped email could 
interfere with NJEDA’s ability to quickly communicate 
with you.

Is the Primary Point of Contact legally authorized to 
submit the application on behalf of the applicant 
company?*

Is the Primary Point of Contact the CEO?*

Is the Primary Point of Contact authorized to speak to 
the media on behalf of the company?*

If the answer is “No” to any of the above questions, 
the applicant will have an opportunity to enter this 
information later in the application. 



PROVIDE AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE INFORMATION

If the Primary Point of Contact is NOT the Authorized 
Representative, the applicant will be prompted to fill 
out the contact information for the Authorized 
Representative. 

The application must be submitted by an individual who 
is legally authorized to sign documents on behalf of the 
applicant company. 

NOTE: If the Primary Point of Contact is the Authorized 
Representative you will not see this page. 

Please type your full address into the “Street Address 1” 
box (include city, state, etc.) until the correct full address 
appears in the dropdown menu underneath, then click on 
the correct address.



PROVIDE CEO/OWNER INFORMATION

If the Primary Point of Contact does not hold this 
role, please provide the contact information for the 
CEO, owner, or equivalent highest-ranking executive 
for the applicant company.

NOTE: If the Primary Point of Contact is the CEO, owner, 
or equivalent highest-ranking executive you will not see 
this page. 



PROVIDE CONSULTANT INFORMATION
While not required, we understand that 
some applicants may choose to utilize 
consultants for support on tax credit 
applications. 

Are you, the applicant company, using a 
consultant to assist with this application?

If YES, you will be prompted to fill out 
additional contact information for the 
consultant.



PROVIDE MEDIA CONTACT INFORMATION

Please indicate if the applicant organization 
would like to designate a media contact to 
communicate with a NJEDA representative.

If YES, you will be prompted to fill out 
additional contact information for the media 
contact.



PROVIDE INFORMATION ABOUT THE BUSINESS (1/3)

Please provide information about the company 
that is applying for assistance.



PROVIDE INFORMATION ABOUT THE BUSINESS (2/3)

Upload applicant formation documents.*

Formation documents can include Articles of 
Incorporation, Articles of Organization, 
Certificate of Incorporation, or Certificate of 
Trade Name. 

Provide a high-level description of the applicant 
company. Consider the following sections when 
drafting your narrative:

     • Project Overview      • Commercial Strategy
     • Objectives/Goals           • Sustainability Features 
     • Site Description       • Community Impact 
     • Target Audience       • Development Team 

*Required documentation



PROVIDE INFORMATION ABOUT THE BUSINESS (3/3)

Click the magnifying 
glass to launch the 
NAICS search 
window. 

Upload NJ Tax Clearance Certificate.*

Certificates may be requested through 
the State of New Jersey's online 
Premier Business Services (PBS) portal. 
Under the Tax & Revenue Center, select 
Tax Services, then select Business 
Incentive Tax Clearance. If the applicant's 
account complies with its tax obligations 
and no liabilities exist, the Business 
Incentive Tax Clearance can be printed 
directly through PBS.

Is the applicant involved in religious 
activities or religiously affiliated? 

IF YES, NJEDA will need to collect 
additional information from you if your 
entity is involved in religious activities or 
is religiously affiliated. For a copy of the 
Religious Activity Questionnaire form 
CLICK HERE.*

*Required documentation

https://www16.state.nj.us/NJ_PREMIER_EBIZ/jsp/home.jsp
https://njedatestsite.powerappsportals.us/en-US/MicroLoanEdit/~/religious-activity-questionnaire


PROVIDE GENERAL INFORMATION



PROVIDE OWNER INFORMATION (1/2)

Warning appears if “No” is selected. There 
must be an individual, firm, or trust that 
owns at least 51% of the applicant entity 
to be eligible for this program.

Click “Add Owner.” See next slide for more 
details.



PROVIDE OWNER INFORMATION (2/2)



PROVIDE PROJECT INFORMATION (1/3)

Click “Add Block & Lot.” See next slide for more details.



PROVIDE PROJECT INFORMATION (2/3)



PROVIDE PROJECT INFORMATION (3/3)



PROVIDE DEVELOPMENT EXPERTISE (1/2)

Click “Add Previously 
Completed Project.” 
See next slide for more 
details.



PROVIDE DEVELOPMENT EXPERTISE (2/2)



PROVIDE FINANCIAL INFORMATION



COMPLETE GRANT REQUEST



COMPLETE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS



COMPLETE THE CANNABIS QUESTIONNAIRE

New Jersey State law prohibits certain cannabis licensees and certified personal use cannabis 
handlers’ employers from receiving or continuing to receive most financial incentive awards.



PROVIDE DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
In this section, we would like more information about the diversity of your company. The NJEDA 
will use this information for tracking purposes only.



PROVIDE PRIMARY CONTACT INFORMATION

Provide contact information for the Primary Point of 
Contact for this application. Please take a moment and 
ensure the email address is entered correctly, as a 
mistyped email could interfere with NJEDA’s ability to 
quickly communicate with you.

PROVIDE APPLICANT REPRESENTATION INFORMATION

The New Jersey Economic Development Authority requires that the 
Legal Questionnaire, Certification of Non-Involvement in Prohibited 
Activities in Russia or Belarus Pursuant to P.L. 2022, C. 3, 
Acknowledgments of Applicant , and Certification of Applicant, are to 
be completed and signed by one of the following:

If you are not an Authorized Representative you will be prompted to 
Upload the Certifications page, which will require you to download 
and then upload signed copies of the acknowledgments and 
certifications listed above (Slide 48).

If you are an Authorized Representative you will be prompted to fill 
out these pages throughout the application.

• by applicant's General Counsel or Chief Legal O�cer (recommended); or

• for a corporation: a principal executive o�cer at least the level of vice 
president;

• for a partnership: a general partner;

• for a sole proprietorship: the proprietor;

•  for a governmental entity: the contact person (business administrator, 
manager, mayor, etc.);

•  for other than above: the person with legal responsibility for the 
application.



CLICK CREATE TO START THE APPLICATION

Is the Primary Point of Contact legally authorized to 
submit the application on behalf of the applicant 
company?*

Is the Primary Point of Contact the CEO?*

Is the Primary Point of Contact authorized to speak to the 
media on behalf of the company?*

If the answer is “No” to any of the above questions, the 
applicant will have an opportunity to enter this 
information later in the application. 

UPLOAD CERTIFICATIONS



COMPLETE LEGAL QUESTIONNAIRE (1/5)

If the individual filling out the application is an 
Authorized Representative then they will proceed 
through the application’s:

• Legal Questionnaire
• Certi�cation of Non-Involvement in Prohibited Activities
in Russia or Belarus Pursuant to P.L. 2022, C. 3

• Acknowledgments of Applicant
• Certi�cation of Applicant

Click here to download a full copy of the legal 
questionnaire.

https://www.njeda.gov/njeda-legal-questionnaire-april-2023-2/


COMPLETE LEGAL QUESTIONNAIRE (2/5)



COMPLETE LEGAL QUESTIONNAIRE (3/5)



COMPLETE LEGAL QUESTIONNAIRE (4/5)



COMPLETE LEGAL QUESTIONNAIRE (5/5)



COMPLETE THE CERTIFICATION OF NON-INVOLVEMENT 
IN ACTIVITIES IN RUSSIA OR BELARUS



COMPLETE THE APPLICANT CERTIFICATIONS



SELECT A PAYMENT METHOD



PROVIDE PAYMENT DETAILS (1/2)



PROVIDE PAYMENT DETAILS (2/2)



SUBMIT AN ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE

Your application will be 
submitted upon hitting the 
“Submit” Button.

NOTE: The NJEDA will not 
begin the review of your 
application until the 
application fee has been 
received. 



CONFIRMATION



APPLICATION
LAUNCH DATE



For the most up-to-date information about the
Emerging Developers Grant Program, please refer to 

www.njeda.gov/emerging-developers

THANK YOU

http://www.njeda.gov/emerging-developers



